
Description of Topic 
 

In 1891, a group of women began a now-beloved San Antonio tradition when they decided to 
hold a parade to honor the heroes of the Alamo and the anniversary of the Battle of San Jacinto. 
What began as a modest local celebration has grown into the largest parade in the United States 
run entirely by women. Although the parade is a fun and festive event, all participants are asked 
to lay a floral tribute on the front lawn of the Alamo as the parade passes by this UNESCO World 
Heritage Site as a way to honor and remember the bravery and sacrifice of our forefathers.  
 

The mission of The Battle of Flowers Association is to teach the history of our state and to keep 
alive the patriotic traditions of Texas and San Antonio. In keeping with this tradition, the 
Oratorical Contest creates awareness and fosters appreciation of our Texas heritage while 
providing Texas college and university students a unique and highly-prized forum in forensic 
competition. The Battle of Flowers Association Oratorical Contest is proud to present the topic 
for the 93rd annual Oratorical Contest:  
 

A Lone Star Love Affair:  Texas Ranchers & Treasured Lands 
 
 

Barbed Wire… Branded Longhorns… The Open Range… Rugged Vaqueros and Wealthy Cattle 
Barons… 
These are the images one associates with Texas ranching and the women and men who created 
an industry that shaped the future of Texas. To know the story of ranchers and ranching in Texas 
is to understand the essence of what defines a Texan.  
 

Rich in history, Texans have had a love affair with their land and ranching since the 1690’s when 
Spanish entradas brought cattle to the territory.  In the beginning, cattle were left to roam freely 
along the San Antonio River in order to provide a food source for missionaries, soldiers, and 
civilians.  In the late 1700’s, cattle were claimed by private citizens and branded.  Some who 
came to Texas to farm soon realized the land was vast and readily available and the lush 
pastures required little work for cattle to profitably graze. 
 

In the very early days, the area we now think of as Texas was filled with Indian tribes, open 
ranges, and little to no government involvement beyond awarding land grants.  Ranchers came 
to “own” ranches by simply staking a claim, inheriting the land, or by purchasing land from the 
state or other owners.  
 

In the 1840’s and 1850’s, ranchers drove cattle to New Orleans for sale, but only a few brave 
souls drove their herds north. During the Civil War, Texas ranchers supplied the Confederate 
Army with beef until the Mississippi was blocked. After the Civil War, the demand for beef from 
northern states produced a profitable new market for Texas ranchers, creating the need for 
iconic cattle drive routes such as the Chisholm Trail. Huge cattle operations, cattle barons and 
their sprawling ranches filled these needs, just as smaller ranches continued to provide beef for 
their local communities. Over time, ranchers have impacted their communities in significant 
ways with many using their financial resources to build civic structures.  The character of a Texas 
rancher is unmistakable—determined, loyal to the community, and with an enduring optimism 
for the future. Although it’s hard to separate the rancher from his/her ranch, there are some 
ranches so steeped in history that many generations of stewards contributed to the 
development of the ranch. On the other hand, a single rancher may have become legendary 
through the successful development of a ranch or ranches in a local community.  



We invite you to focus on either a ranch or a rancher for your topic.  Undoubtedly, if you choose 
a specific ranch, the rancher(s) will be part of your presentation, as ranchers are interwoven 
with their ranch. The same principle applies if you choose a rancher as the focus of your topic. It 
should be clear, however, which is the main focus of your speech—the ranch or the rancher.   
 
 

Suggested Topics* 
 
Ranchers: 
Lee Bivins 
Margaret Borland 
Lizzie Crosson 
Charles Goodnight 
James Taylor King 
Richard King 
George Littlefield 
Oliver Loving 
Emil Henry Marks 
Abel Head (Shanghai) Pierce 
Charles Schreiner 
Adolph Stieler 
Dan Waggoner 
Daniel Webster Wallace 
Don Francisco Ytturia 
 
 
 

Ranches: 
6666 (Four Sixes) Ranch 
Gage Ranches 
JA Ranch 
Jones Ranch 
King Ranch 
Kokernot Ranch 
Matador Ranch 
McAllen Ranch 
Morris Ranch 
O’Connor Ranch 
Reynolds Family Ranch 
Slaughter Ranch 
Waggoner Ranch 
XIT Ranch 
YO Ranch 
Yturria Ranch 
 

 
*These are suggestions.   Perhaps you have personal history with a ranch or rancher, or a 
particular affection for a ranch or rancher not listed.   You are not limited to these lists.   
 
 


